
Memory management
takes on greater impor-
tance in the overall pic-
ture. As system speeds

increase the tolerance
between a working

module and a disaster
waiting to happen nar-
rows, placing a greater
burden on the buyer to
ensure compatibility with
the host system.
Inventory of memory will
also become more com-
plex since one module
may no longer be suitable
for more than one system
model in place.

Managing the change

During this evolutionary
change in the memory
market, it is critical for 
an enterprise to have an
implementation strategy.
Knowing which plat-
forms are upgradable,
and where they are on
the depreciation curve is
a fundamental require-
ment. Correctly linking a
platform to a function,
and knowing when that
system has exceeded its

effectiveness in that func-
tion, will provide the
opportunity for a planned
enhancement and help
eliminate roll-out risk.
Focused system upgrades
and limited subsystem
modification will also
reduce risk in the lifecycle
of your platforms.

The best philosophy is to
be consistent in supplier
selection and aggressively
configure systems to avoid
constant interim enhance-
ments. Most importantly,
demand quality memory
products and suppliers
who stand behind their
products with a depth of
engineering and in-house
design resources.

Get the complete
SDRAM white paper at
www.visiontek.com.

VisionTek—memory and
peripherals that help extend
the life of your technology
investments.
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Added performance=

added complexity

The added complexity of
numerous, increasingly
sophisticated board-level
subsystems all timed on
the same clock requires
module designers to
develop a larger portfolio
of systems-specific mod-
ules, reducing the overall
generic applicability of
any given module design.
At 100MHz, the problem
intensifies, influencing
the actual architecture of
the modules.

All of these changes boil
down to a significantly
more complex system
configuration puzzle.
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